The Surretts

Lima, Peru

s, OUR GOALS 8%%

Strengthen the local Church by:

4 Serving pastors with
evangelism, leadership training
and starting new churches

4 Strengthening Christian
schools with teacher training
and curriculum development

s, CONTACT INFO 3%

Jeff & Debbie Surrett
225 Gettysburg Pike
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
717-791-9116
jeff@surrett.org

www.surrett.org

MISSION BOARD

Open Door Baptist Missions
1115 Pelham Road
Greenville, SC 29615-3603
864-297-7890
www.odbm.org

SENDING CHURCH

Emmanuel Baptist Church
4681 East Trindle Rd.

Mechancisburg, PA 17050
717-761-7000
www.ebc-ebca.org

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Financial Support can be sent to
Open Door Baptist Missions
designated for the Surretts.

JEFF’S TESTIMONY

Though | was born in the United States, | went to live in Lima, Peru with
my parents when | was 15-months old. At the age of bve, under t
ministry of my missionary parents, | recognized that | was a sinner af
needed to ask God to forgive me for my sins. At that age, | did not ful
understand all that it means to put my trust in God, but as time passed
grew in my knowledge and faith in God.

As | grew up in Lima, | became RBuent in Spanish and knowledgeab
about the culture of Peru. | helped my parents with the church ministr
teaching Sunday School and helping with camp ministries. Afte
graduating from high school, | came to the United States to go to colle
where | studied to become a Christian school teacher. | did not feel th
God was calling me back to Peru but | knew that it would be a possibilit
in the future. My wife and | agreed about the paossibility of going to Per
as missionaries if the Lord were to call us.

DEBBIE’S TESTIMONY

| was privileged to grow up in a Christian home, and have been bless
with a wonderful Christian heritage. After my older brother was saved,
also prayed to accept Jesus as my Savior. However, | was very young
the time and only remember being told that this is what | had done. Whe
| was seven years old, | heard a message on having evidence of salvati
realized there was no evidence, or memory, of my salvation, and | th
accepted Christ as my personal Savior.

THE LORD’S PREPARATION
Ever since graduating from college, we have been involved in Christi

schools and active in our local church. The brst two years, we taught|i

Miami, Florida, where my wife experienced some of the Hispanic cultur
After one year in Maryland, we moved to Pennsylvania where | taught
a Christian school for ten years. During this time, | also earned my M.§
degree in Educational Administration. Debbie has assisted with and le
some of the childrenOs ministries of the church. | have helped with
youth group, assisted with childrenOs ministries, co-taught the you
married class and served as a deacon.

THE CALL

During one of my school years in Pennsylvania, | decided to take a gro
of high school students with me back to Lima, Peru for a short-ter
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missions trip. The Lord blessed the trip as we ministered in churches
in public and private schools. Though originally | had not planned o
making this an annual trip, the Lord kept allowing me to return with
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group for the next six summers. God used these trips to call my family t

Peru as full-time missionaries. This calling is not really a new calling. It i$

the continued calling to serve God in the local church and in the
Christian school but in a new location.

THE NEED

Peru is a country with nearly 30 million people, 38% of which are undef
18 years of age. Of the 30 million, around 10 million of them live in the
metropolitan area of Lima.

Many of the Peruvian pastors have expressed the desire of having mo
training and assistance with outreach programs.

About the time that | came back to the United States to go to college, th

Christian school movement in Lima, began to Bourish. The government|
made it easier to start private schools and in response to the poor publi

schools system and as a ministry outreach, many churches started thg
own schools.

Though the Christian school movement has grown over the years, mo
of their teachers have been trained in secular schools with worldly
methods and philosophy of education. The schools also resort to usin
secular curriculum or are forced to come up with their own as affordable
Christian alternatives are scarce.

MINISTRY GOALS
One aspect of our ministry would be to strengthen the existing loca

churches and assist with the planting of new churches. We would seek to

partner with a national pastor assisting the church with visitation,
teaching Sunday school and helping with other ministries. As the churcl
develops, we would then help to train others to take over our
responsibilities. This would provide the pastor some support as he i
getting started and yet allow the national pastor to lead without the
congregation developing an over-dependence on the missionary.

We would also help the pastors organize outreach programs in school
open-air meetings, and biblical leadership training. God has allowed m
to gain experience with these types of ministries as | lead the missior

teams to Peru and conducted leadership conferences for our schoolOs hi

school Student Service and Leadership Team for seven years.

A second aspect of our ministry in Lima would be to assist local churche
with the training of teachers and the development of curriculum for the
growing Christian school movement. My goal would be to partner with
others in Lima who have started the process of developing a soli
Christian curriculum for Peru. | would also conduct seminars to help
train Christian school teachers in Christian philosophy and methods

of education. These teachers would then be able to strengthen thei

respective churches in accomplishing the task of training their children.

YOUR HELP

We are looking for churches and individuals of like faith that would be
willing to partner with us with prayer and Pnancial support as we
minister in Lima, Peru. We would love to have the opportunity to serve
you by presenting our ministry to you and your church.
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PASTORAL RECOMMENDATION

As a local body of believers we are
thankful for the opportunity to assist
others in fulblling God's call for their
lives in regard to the Great
Commission. Jeff, Debbie, and their
family have proven themselves faithful
within various aspects of our ministry
since their arrival at Emmanuel. |
believe such faithful service will
continue as they serve the Lord and
people of Peru. Both God's leading and
preparation for such a ministry is
evident.

As a second generation missionary Jeff
will be able to lead his family into a
quick transition into ministry, Also,
Jeff's training in Christian Education
will be vital to the growth of Christian
Schools in Peru. As a family they will
be able to take the experiences of many
years of faithful local church ministry
and continue to reach out through the
arm of local churches to evangelize the
lost and encourage the believer. |
believe you and your church family
would be encouraged through the
ministry of the Surrett family.

Sincerely,

Pastor Steve Crews
Emmanuel Baptist Church
pastorcrews@ebc-ebca.org
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